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LB 114-121

LR 3

simply list up for you that we are listing up for Nebraskans 
women's contributions to the development of the United States 
and it is important for us to recognize their contribution.
I am pleased to have a part in LR 3 and I urge your adoption 
of it.

SPEAKER MARVEL: The Chair recognizes Senator Nichol.

SENATOR NICHOL: Mr. Chairman, just a simple question for
Senator Beutler. I think I know the answer. You are not 
advocating any holiday or paid holiday with vacation or 
anything of that nature, are you?

SENATOR BEUTLER: None whatsoever. I am against energy
holidays even.

SENATOR NICHOL: Okay, thank you.

SPEAKER MARVEL: Senator Beutler, do you wish to close on
the resolution?

SENATOR BEUTLER: No closing, Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER MARVEL: The motion before the House is the adoption
of LR 3. All those in favor vote aye, opposed vote no. The 
Clerk will record the vote.

CLERK: 38 ayes, 0 nays on adoption of LR 3, Mr. President.

SPEAKER MARVEL: The motion is carried and the resolution
is adopted. We now are ready for item #6, introduction of 
new bills.

CLERK: Yes, sir.

SPEAKER MARVEL: Do you have any new bills?

CLERK: (Read LB 114-121 by title for the first time as
found on pages 128-129 of the Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER MARVEL: While we are waiting for additional bills
to come in,I think we will start on item #7 and begin to 
take a discussion on the rules. Meanwhile,we still encourage 
all of you to get the bills in so they can be referred.

CLERK: Mr. President, when we last considered adoption of
permanent rules Senator Wesely.... We were considering the 
adoption of Rule 5, Section 5, dealing with limitation of 
bill introduction. Senator Wesely had a proposed amendment 
to that section which read, "strike the 1*0 bill limitation
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March 13> 1981
LB 115, 134, 235, 240, 296

324, 369, 436, 494

Mr. President, your committee on Business and Labor reports 
LB 436 to General File; 115 to General File with amendments;
494 to General File with amendments and 235 as indefinitely 
postponed. (See pages 920-921 of the Legislative Journal.)
Your committee or Retirement whose chairman is Senator Fowler 
reports LB 369 to General File with amendments. (See page 921 
of the Journal.)
Mr. President, Senator Landis would like to print amendments 
to LB 240 and and 324 in the Legislative Journal. (See pages 
921-924.)
Business and Labor has scheduled an executive session for 
Monday, March 16 at 9:00 a.m. in Room 1019.
Mr. President, Senator Haberman would like to add his name 
to LB 249 as cointroducer.
SENATOR CLARK: No objections, so ordered.
CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Hoagland to 134 as cointroducer.
SENATOR CLARK: No objections, so ordered.
CLERK: Mr. President, your committee on Public Health reports
LB 296 to General File with amendments, (Signed) Senator Cullan 
as Chair.
And finally, Mr. President, I have from the Speaker a notice 
regarding priority bill designation. That will be inserted 
in the Legislative Journal. (See pages 924-926 of the Journal.)
SENATOR CLARK: I think the Legislature wouxd like to extend
its sympathy to Senator Nichol. He just found out his mother 
passed away. Senator Beutler, would you like to adjourn us 
until 9:30 a.m. on Monday.
SENATOR BEUTLER: Mr. Speaker, I would move the Legislature
be adjourned until 9:30 a.m. Monday, March 16.
SENATOR CLARK: All those in favor say aye, opposed. We are
adjourned until 9:30 a.m. Monday.

LaVera M.Benischek
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February 1, 1982 LB 212 A , 115

CLERK: 26 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on adoption
of Senator Johnson's amendment.
SPEAKER MARVEL: The motion is carried and the amendment
is adopted. Okay, the motion is to advance the bill. 
Senator Johnson.
SENATOR V. JOHNSON: I don't know if there is anyone that
v/ants to speak to 212A.
SPEAKER MARVEL: No.
SENATOR V. JOHNSON: In which case I will advance this...
I will move the bill be advanced to Select File. This 
is the funding bill for LB 212 which has already been 
advanced to Select File. Again, our fiscal analyst in 
conjunction with the Department of Health has concluded 
that implementation of the cancer registry and reporting 
system for the state will cost $62,700 the first year 
and $72,000 the second year, and that is what the 
Appropriations bill provides.
SPEAKER MARVEL: You have heard the motion. All those
in favor vote aye, opposed vote no. Record the vote.
Do you want....okay, record vote has been requested.
CLERK: (Read the record vote as found on pages 494
and 495 of the Legislative Journal). 26 ayes, 11 nays,
Mr. President, on the motion to advance the bill.
SPEAKER MARVEL: The motion is carried. The bill is
advanced. Now we can revert back to LB 115.
CLERK: Mr. President, LB 115 introduced by Senator Fowler.
(Read title). The bill was read on January 13 of last 
year. At that time it was referred to the Business and
Labor Committee for hearing. The bill was advanced to
General File, Mr. President. There are committee amend­
ments pending. In addition to that, Senator Barrett has 
an amendment to the committee amendments. Did you want
to take that up now, Senator? Okay.
SPEAKER MARVEL: Before we proceed, it is my privilege
to introduce from Belmont School in the north balcony 
42 Fifth Grsde students and two teachers. Will you hold 
up your hands so we can see where you are sitting and 
welcome you to the Unicameral. The Chair recognizes 
Senator Barrett.
SENATOR BARRETT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and members,
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a very simple technical amendment to the committee 
amendments. You will notice that the word "two hundred" 
was inadvertently left in the committee amendments. The 
bill drafter should have changed it to "ninety". It will 
simply make the one hundred and ninety dollars consis­
tent with the other four spots that that particular 
number is found in the committee amendment. I urge 
the adoption of the amendment to the committee amend­
ment .
SPEAKER MARVEL: The motion is the adoption of the amend­
ment to the committee amendment as explained by Senator 
Barrett. All those in favor of that motion vote aye, 
opposed vote no. Record.
CLERK: 18 ayes, 0 nays on adoption of Senator Barrett's
amendment, Mr. President.
SPEAKER MARVEL: The motion is carried. The amendment
is adopted. Senator Barrett, you are recognized for 
the adoption of the committee amendments.
SENATOR BARRETT: Mr. Speaker and members of the body,
the committee amendments submitted by the Business and 
Labor Committee last year reduced the proposed weekly 
maximum benefits under Workmens’ Compensation from the 
originally proposed $200 to $190 per week. The committee 
also amended the bill to retain the current minimum 
weekly benefits for Workmens' Compensation related 
accidents to $49 per week. Once again, the amendments, 
maximum $190 per week, minimum $49 per week. I would 
move the adoption of the committee amendments.
SPEAKER MARVEL: The motion is the adoption of the
committee amendments. The Chair recognizes Senator 
Fowler.
SENATOR FOWLER: Mr. President, I would oppose the
committee amendments and urge their rejection and that 
we go to the original bill at this time. This is a 
bill that was carried over from last session. It deals 
with the question of the maximum for Workmens' Compen­
sation. Obviously, it is an issue that every couple 
years we have to debate due to the impact of inflation.
It would seem to me that in light of the fact the bill 
has been held over a year, that inflation has continued 
at about a 9 to 10 pernent rate that we ought to go with 
the higher number, the number in the original bill, and 
for that reason I would oppose Senator Barrett's commit­
tee amendment.
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SENATOR BARRETT: Yes, Mr. Speaker and members.
SPEAKER MARVEL: There are no more lights on.
SENATOR BARRETT: The Business and Labor Committee did
feel in this particular case that this was a very fair 
compromise. This Legislature increased the maximum 
benefits $25 in 1979 from $155 to $180, about a 16 per­
cent increase. As a result of that increase, Workmens1 
Compensation rates increased effective September 1st 
of 1980, 17.2 percent across the state. And you are, 
of course, all aware that the employer is paying the 
entire bill insofar as those increases are concerned.
The cost of Workmens1 Compensation accidents as well has 
increased over the past several years. In about a two 
year period they have increased from $21.7 million to 
$35.9 million, a very substantial increase, about 65  
percent. In these inflationary times, these times of 
economic stress, it is my feeling that this is a very 
fair compromise. I would urge that the....I would urge 
the body to adopt the amendment.. Thank you.
SPEAKER MARVEL: The motion is the adoption of the
committee amendment as explained by Senator Barrett.
Senator Newell. Senator Newell, Senator Barrett was 
closing. All those in favor of the Barrett motion vote 
aye, opposed vote no. Have you all voted? Senator Barrett, 
what is your pleasure?
SENATOR BARRETT: How many are excused, Mr. Chairman?
Mr. Speaker, how many are excused?
SPEAKER MARVEL: Two.
SENATOR BARRETT: I hesitate to ask for a Call, but it
may be necessary.
SPEAKER MARVEL: Have you all voted? Do you want a Call
of the House?
SENATOR BARRETT: I do, and a roll call vote.
SPEAKER MARVEL: Shall the House go under Call? All those
in favor vote aye, opposed vote no. Record.
CLERK: 18 ayes, 0 nays to go under Call, Mr. President.

SPEAKER MARVEL: Senator Barrett, do you wish to close?

SPEAKER MARVEL: The House is under Call. All legislators
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please return to your seats, record your presence. 
Unauthorized personnel please leave the floor. Senator 
Cullan, will you please record your presence? Senator 
Labedz and Senator Higgins, will you please record your 
presence? Senator Duda, will you please record your 
presence? Senator Newell, will you please record your 
presence? We are looking for Senator Goodrich, Senator 
Vard Johnson and Senator Von Minden. Mr. Sergeant at 
Arms, Senator Goodrich, Senator Vard Johnson, Senator 
Von Minden. We are down to two now, Von Minden and 
Goodrich. Okay, the motion is the adoption of the commit­
tee amendments. Roll call has been requested. Are you 
ready to proceed with the roll call? Okay.
CLERK: (Read the roll call vote as found on pages 495
and 496 of the Legislative Journal).
SPEAKER MARVEL: I would remind you that the House is
still under Call.
CLERK: 31 ayes, 14 nays, Mr. President.
SPEAKER MARVEL: Motion carries. Senator Fowler, do you
wish to explain the bill?
SENATOR FOWLER: Mr. President, I think the debate on
the amendment pretty well explained what the issue is, so 
although it is a lower *'igure than I had hoped for, I 
would move to advance LB 115.
SPEAKER MARVEL: Senator Newell. Senator Hefner.
SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President and members of the body,
I rise to oppose this bill as it is amended. I feel that 
now is not the time to raise the benefits on Workmens’ 
Comp. The way I understand it now we would be raising 
it on the upper end from $180 to $190 per week. Let me 
just explain Workmens’ Comp to you a little bit. This 
is just a small part of Workmens* Compensation. There 
is other things that need to be picked up. All of the 
medical expenses to the employee that has been injured 
on the job, the hospital bills, the doctor bills, and, of 
course, the employer needs to hire another person to 
take the employee that has been injured place. The reason 
I say that now is not the time is because this economy 
is down in Nebraska. There is a lot of employers that 
are not going to survive. I think that you will see by 
spring if this economy is not turned around, that some 
of these businesses will take bankruptcy. Volume is down 
in business. People in Nebraska just aren’t buying at
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the present time. And because of that, businesses 
lower their margin so that they can try to get their 
volume up. I agree that employees probably should have 
a little more, but I would say, let's take a look at 
it in another year and then see what happens. And so 
with these remarks, I would like to urge you to vote 
against the bill.
SPEAKER MARVEL: Senator Dworak and then Senator Cullan.
SENATOR DWORAK: Mr. President and colleagues, I 
strongly feel that this is not an excessive amount ,and 
it is timely. You know, we keep talking about the fact 
that employers pay all this premium and that is true, 
they do pay the total cost of this benefit, but it is 
not as if it was a total philanthropic type jesture.
You know, in return for this they receive immunities 
that...against suit when you have work related injuries 
and sickness. Now I think there is a matter of fair play 
here. In return for that immunity they offer to provide 
a reasonable benefit. Now I am inclined to agree that 
maybe the $200 level may have been more reasonable in 
light of inflation and where we are today. I am willing, 
however, to at least accept the $190 benefit, but I 
certainly think that that is to say the least the bare 
minimum. I think we have to remember that if we become 
too strict on this, if we close the door too tightly, 
if we don't put ourselves in the position where we are 
reasonably negotiating this benefit, what is going to 
happen is that we are going to lose the whole concept, 
and I don't think employers are going to be willing to 
open themselves up to the type of legal action that is 
possible if it were not for this particular program.
So I think even though we may have basic prejudices 
either for or against business, or for or against labor,
I don't think we ought to let that get into the way of 
being reasonable on something that is a two-way street.
SPEAKER MARVEL: Senator Cullan. The motion is to advance
the bill.
SENATOR CULLAN: Mr. President and members of the Legis­
lature, very quickly I would urge you to advance the bill 
as it has been amended. One of the things that the Legis­
lature needs to be reminded of, and I think Senator Hefner 
and others I think need to go back and recognize,is that 
one of the major purposes of the Workmens' Compensation 
law is to actually provide protection for employers, and 
employees sacrifice significant rights as far as their 
ability to recover for damages that they incurred as a
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result of the Workmens' Compensation system, and if 
we didn't have this kind of a system, undoubtedly there 
would be a lot of litigation and undoubtedly the in­
dividuals who were injured because of the connection 
with their employment would receive considerably greater 
coverage tnan they do under the Workmens* Compensation 
statutes, and I think we just have to recognize and 
remember those employees have given up very significant 
rights. We have taken them away with the unemployment.... 
or with the Workmens* Compensation system, and we should 
not be cheap, I don’t think, or oppressive in preventing 
individuals from recovering some portion of their ability 
to live and recover some of those lost wages. So I 
would urge you to advance this bill.
SPEAKER MARVEL: Senator Nichol.
SENATOR NICHOL: Mr. Chairman and members of the Legis­
lature, I wonder if I could speak to the Chairman of 
the committee for a second. I assume that you raised 
from $49 to $69 the minimum. Is that correct?
SPEAKER MARVEL: Who are you posing your question to?
Senator Barrett.
SENATOR NICHOL: Senator Barrett, in the Workmens*
Compensation actually what we are doing, we pay 66 2/3 
of their salary with a minimum and a maximum. That is 
correct, isn’t it?
SENATOR BARRETT: That is correct, Senator Nichol.
SENATOR NICHOL: Okay, we have that at what now for the
maximum? $190?
SENATOR BARRETT: LB 115 as amended has a maximum of
$190 per week and the minimum remains as the present 
law suggests, $49.
SENATOR NICHOL: Well, didn’t you suggest though to raise
that minimum from $49 to $6 9?
SENATOR BARRETT: That was discussed by the committee,
Senator Nichol, and It was the feeling of the committee
that that should not be increased.
SENATOR NICHOL: To leave it at $49?
SENATOR BARRETT: That is correct.
SENATOR NICHOL: Would you consider leaving the maximum
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at $180 and raising the minimum some? I am not so 
concerned about the maximum as I am the minimums.
SENATOR BARRETT: Okay, inasmuch as the committee amend­
ment was just adopted, that is perhaps a moot question.
SENATOR NICHOL: Okay, thank you.
SPEAKER MARVEL: Senator Kilgarin.
SENATOR KILGARIN: ' I call the question.
SPEAKER MARVEL: Senator Dworak, is your light....okay,
we have no more lights, so the motion before the House 
is the advancement of LB 115. All those in favor vote 
aye, opposed vote no. Have you all voted? Record the 
vote.
CLERK: 26 ayes, 14 nays, Mr. President, on the motion
to advance the bill.
SPEAKER MARVEL: The motion is carried. The bill is
advanced. Do you have some items to read in? Okay,
LB 115A.
CLERK: Mr. President, 115A is a bill for an act to
appropriate funds to aid in carrying out the provisions 
of LB 115. Mr. President, Senator Fowler has an amendment 
to the bill. ' The Fowler amendment is found on page 226 
of the Legislative Journal.
SPEAKER MARVEL: The Chair recognizes Senator Fowler.
S T A T O R  FOWLER: Mr. President, these amendments were
given to me by the fiscal staff to reflect the cost 
because of one year's delay in implementation of the 
bill and also to implement the new rule that provides 
two years appropriation in every A bill. This A bill may 
have to be amended due to the adoption of the committee 
amendments and if so, I will be back with that amendment 
on Select File. So I would move for adoption of these 
amendments from the fiscal office.
SPEAKER MARVEL: The motion is the adoption of the
amendments as explained by Senator Fowler. All those 
in favor vote aye, opposed vote no. 115A. Have you 
all voted? Have you all voted? Record the vote.
CLERK: 26 ayes, 0 nays on adoption of the Fowler amend­
ment, Mr. President.



February 3, 1982
LB 115, 115A, 139, 139A, 212A,
LB 450, 576, 583, 588, 5 8 9 ,
LB 413, 631, 634, 670, 672,
LB 706, 735, 851

CLERK: (Read LB 413 on Final Reading.)
SENATOR CLARK: All provisions of law according to procedure
having been complied with, the question is, shall the bill 
pass? All those in favor vote aye, opposed vote nay.
CLERK: Senator Clark voting yes.
SENATOR CLARK: Have you all voted? Record the vote.
CLERK: (Record vote read. See pages 529 and 530, Legis­
lative Journal.) 20 ayes, 27 nays, 2 present and not voting, 
Mr. President.
SENATOR CLARK: The bill having not received the required
number of votes has failed to pass on Final Reading. We 
will now to to item #5, General File. Does the Clerk 
have anything to read in?
CLERK: Mr. President, your committee on Public Works whose
Chairman is Senator Kremer to whom we referred LB 670 
instructs me to report the same back to the Legislature with 
the recommendation it be advanced to General File; and 
LB 851 advanced to General File, both signed by Senator Kremer.
Your committee on Enrollment and Review respectfully reports 
they have carefully examined and engrossed LB 139 and find 
the same correctly engrossed; 139A correctly engrossed; 
and 450 correct engrossed. (Signed) Senator Kilgarin.
Your committee on Enrollment and Review respectfully reports 
they have carefully examined and reviewed LB 6 3 1 and recommend 
the same be placed on Select File with amendments; 589 Select 
File; 212A Select File with amendments; 115 Select File with 
amendments; 115A Select File with amendments, all signed by 
Senator Kilgarin.
Your committee on Constitutional Revision and Recreation 
whose Chairman is Senator Labedz to whom we referred LB 576 
instructs me to report the same back to the Legislature with 
the recommendation it be advanced to General File; 583  
General File with amendments; 588 General File with amendments; 
634 General File with amendments; 672 General File with amend­
ments; 706 General File with amendments; and 735 indefinitely 
postponed, all signed by Senator Labedz as Chair.
Mr. President, your committee on Ag and Environment will have 
an exec session at eight forty-five on Thursday, February 4 
in Room 1105, Senator Schmit's office. That is an exec 
session of the Ag and Environment Committee tomorrow morning 
at eight forty-five in Senator Schmit*s office.
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we go down to 589, Pat? Okay, Senator Kilgarin.
SENATOR KILGARIN: I move the advance of LB 5 8 9 .
SPEAKER MARVEL: You've heard the motion. All those in
favor of that motion say aye, opposed no. The motion is 
carried. The bill is advanced. The next item, 115, Senator 
Kilgarin.
SENATOR KILGARIN: I move the E & R amendment to LB 115.
SPEAKER MARVEL: All those in favor of that motion say aye,
opposed no. The motion is carried. The E & R amendment is 
adopted. Senator Kilgarin.
SENATOR KILGARIN: I move we advance LB 115.
SPEAKER MARVEL: The motion is the advancement of the bill.
A machine vote is requested. All those in favor of advanc­
ing the bill vote aye, opposed vote no. Have you all voted?
The motion before the House is the advancenent of the bill,
115. Record the vote.
CLERK: 25 ayes, 13 nays, Mr.•President, on the motion to
advance the bill.
SPEAKER MARVEL: The motion is carried. The bill is advanced.
The next bill, 115A.
SENATOR KILGARIN: I move the E & R amendment to LB 115A.
SPEAKER MARVEL: The motion is the adoption of the E & R
amendments to LB 115A. All those in favor of that motion 
say aye, opposed no. The motion is carried.
SENATOR KILGARIN: I move we advance LB 115A.
SPEAKER MARVEL: You've heard the motion. All those in
favor of advancing the bill say aye, opposed no. The 
motion is carried. The bill is advanced. The next bill,
LB 440. Okay, E & R amendments, Senator Kilgarin.
SENATOR KILGARIN: I move the E & R amendments to LB 440.
SPEAKER MARVEL: All in favor of that motion say aye,
opposed no. The motion is carried. The E & R amendment 
is adopted. Now on the advancement of the bill there Is 
a machine vote requested. All those in favor of advancing 
440 vote aye, opposed vote no. Have you all voted? Once 
more, have you all voted? Senator Kilgarin, what is your 
pleasure? Okay, record the vote.



LR 217
LB 115, 115A, 131, 255A, 274A,

February 9, 1982 287, 314, 440, 454, 520, 591,954
Your committee on Revenue whose Chairman is Senator 
Carsten reports LB 591 advanced to General File.
Your committee on Education reports LB 52C advanced to 
General File with committee amendments attached. Those 
are all signed by the respective Chairmen.
Mr. President, Senator Sieck asks unanimous consent 
to withdraw his name as co-introducer from LB 954.
SENATOR NICHOL: No objection, so ordered.
CLERK: Mr. President, your committee on Enrollment
and Review respectfully reports they have carefully 
examined and engrossed LB 115 and find the same correctly 
engrossed; 115A correctly engrossed; 131 correctly en­
grossed; 255A correctly engrossed; 274A correctly en­
grossed; 287 correctly engrossed; 314 correctly engrossed;
440 correctly engrossed, and LB 454 correctly engrossed, 
all signed by Senator Kilgarin as Chair.
SENATOR NICHOL: We will go on to LR 217, Mr. Clerk.
CLERK: Mr. President, LR 217 offered by Senator Koch,
found on page 576 «)f the Journal. (Read LR 217).
SENATOR NICHOL: Senator Koch.
SENATOR KOCH: Mr. Chairman and members of the body,
this is noncontroversial I hope. This is merely an 
endorsement of vocational education week and this is the 
week that we highlight and I don't think it needs a great 
deal of explanation, and I ask for the adoption of 
resolution 217.
SENATOR NICHOL: The question is LR 217. All those In
favor signify by voting aye, opposed nay.
CLERK: Senator Nichol voting yes.
SENATOR NICHOL: Have you all voted? Record, please.
CLERK: 27 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of
LR 217.
SENATOR NICHOL: Senator Koch.
SENATOR KOCH: Mr. Chairman, I would like to have a record
vote on this and I want to see whether we are really loyal 
or we are just making fun.
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personnel will leave the floor. All senators will be in 
their seats. We need Schmit, Kremer, Warner, Wesely.
Senator Chambers, did you want a roll call vote? Marvel, 
Hoagland, Warner and Wesely. Now w e ’ve got Warner. Are 
you ready for the roll call vote, Senator Chambers?
Senator Chambers, are you ready for the roll call vote?
The Clerk will call the roll.
CLERK: (Read roll call vote ad found on pages 624-625 of
the Legislative Journal.)
SENATOR CLARK: The Call is raised.
CLERK: 12 ayes, 32 nays, Mr. President.
SENATOR CLARK: The motion lost. Is there anything further
on the bill?
CLERK: I have nothing further on the bill, Mr. President.
SENATOR CLARK: Senator Kilgarin, do you wish to move the
bill?
SENATOR KILGARIN: I move we advance LB 126.
SENATOR CLARK: You heard the motion. All those in favor
say aye, opposed. The bill is advanced. LB 212.
CLERK: Mr. President, if I may right before we start on 212,
Senator Rumery would make a motion to withdraw LB 575. That 
will be laid over. I have priority bill designations from 
Senators Goll, Higgins and Barrett. I have two Attorney 
General’s opinions, one to Senator Lamb on LB 95^ and one 
to Senator Landis on LB 115. (See pages 625-630 of the 
Legislative Journal.)
Mr. President, LB 212 does have E & R amendments pending.




















